[Implications of prostaglandins in neoplastic processes of human glandular epithelia, particularly the breast and prostate].
Prostaglandins (PGs) are a family of lipid compounds synthesized from polyunsaturated fatty acids derived from phospholipids, and divided into three main classes: primary PGs (including prostacyclin), thromboxanes, and leukotrienes. Though each member possesses marked activity on certain human biological functions, their precise role in physiological processes is uncertain, as they are present in very low quantities under normal or resting condition but show a marked increase in levels during benign or malignant pathological processes. This report mainly concerns neoplastic and preneoplastic phenomena, when PGs production is presented as being the consequence of altered cell function. This results from loss of the physiological state of tissue dependence of the cells, which acquire functional autonomy and become endowed with properties which appear to be important in cancer dissemination processes.